PTO Minutes – September 7, 2010
In Attendance: Joanne Errera, Lisa Abrams, Megan Kelley, Ericka Ganley, Gayle Campbell, Stephen Foresi, Jill Hinton, Paul Kemp, Kelly Dumas, Janet Schneider, Trisha Copeland, Cheryl Davis, Marina Wright, Sandi Girolamo, Nicholle Dagata, Valerie Nakonechny, Lisa Schuler, Lisa Nyez, Jennifer Civitillo, Monique Leonard, Lai Ping Wong, Lynae Brescia, and Kim Gadarowski
Welcome – Joanne Errera called everyone to order. She asked everyone to introduce themselves and say what kids they have here at John Paterson. 
Old Business

· Joanne called attention to last June’s minutes. Trisha moved to accept them at 7:10 pm. It was seconded.

New Business

· Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley/Lisa Abrams

· Ericka explained the report item by item. Remaining balance is $9,478.97. Lisa mentioned that we still have other bills to pay, so that we realize we are starting off lower than usual. 

· Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi

· Mr. Foresi welcomed everyone tonight. He also gave us a brief informative report about the following:
· $5000 check is going to the construction work on the pavilion. Awaiting ADA compliance.
· Bicycle safety training from police station Kenneth O’Connor. Children must be in 3rd or 4th grade in order to ride bikes to school, and attend the safety training.
· Kick-off on Friday for a school-wide meeting for grades 1-4. Focus this year is on “bucket-filling.” One certificate a month per classroom. Filling buckets in the classrooms for good deeds; once that happens, a certificate is given. Kindergarten is grouped 2 classes together for initial presentation. www.bucketfilling101.com. First school family meeting for small groups involving kindergarten as well is 9/22/10.
· EESmarts CT energy efficiency funds. Facilitates students’ interdisciplinary understanding of clean and environmental living. “Shining Solutions” campaign promoting CFL bulbs. Earn 50% profit of every CFL bulb sold. Run a 2 week campaign. Fundraiser opportunity. Something to think about.
· Power-point presentation of school-wide data.

· General trend for Math CMT results is increasing in both “proficient” and “goal” from “4th generation CMTs” from 2006-2010 in 3rd and 4th grade.
· General trend for Reading CMT is increasing in 3rd grade, and a bit lower in 4th grade.

· General trend in writing is increasing in 3rd grade and steady in 4th grade. We really want to focus on this year to have closer percentages of all students making “proficient” and “goal.”  

· Tardiness and absentee information: 108 out of 482 students exceeded the absentee rate. Would like to encourage students to come to school on time, stay in school the whole day. Ramifications for extensive absenteeism, after extensive contact from the principal, allows for calls to make in how to support the family with more specific programs. 
Questions: Could we have a list of things we are collecting, for example: Capri-sun wrappers, ink cartridges, box tops? Do we have efforts to make the school replicate what the town does? Business Manager? Early conferences are optional? Communication is coming home Open House. 9/28-9/29 conferences. 
Fundraising Update – Trisha Copeland/Cheryl Davis

· Genevieve’s went out on Friday. One per family, oldest child. Gina and Trisha have extras. She also has extra order forms. Accepting just checks, as well. Due date 9/22/10. Two dates for pick-up. On-line ordering is on-going, and helpful for getting credit. Over 50% profit.
· Square One Art fundraiser: handprint art with Mrs. Feola. September completion. In October, you’ll be sent stickers with your child’s sample art, and then delivery for end of November. 33% profit, then goes up from there.

Open House – Megan Kelley

· Membership—need volunteers for 2 shifts. New PTO membership form coming home.

·  PTO Phone Book form—have to fill out the form to be included—name, address, phone, email.
· Spirit wear. Order forms will be there for fall ordering.

Garden Show – Marina Wright

· All set. 9/16/10. Volunteers to help students put in entries.

Book Fair – Joanne Errera/Val Nakonechny/Trisha Copeland
· 9/27-9/29. In the gym. 10-11 cases of books. Hopeful for product. 

· Family nights, mystery readers, theme is “heroes.”

· Teacher preview is 8-9 am. Trisha is compiling the volunteers. 

Teacher’s Wish List – Sandi Girolamo/Lisa Abrams

· Lisa talked about the last year’s wish list, based on budget and need.
· Butterfly bush for courtyard garden.

· Art frame exhibit. Mrs. Feola would select a student artwork from each grade level. She is asking for $250 to purchase the frames. Cost for installing would be covered by maintenance. Questions about selection and time the art holds. Janet made a motion to buy the frames. It was seconded. Suggestion to buy at JoAnn Fabrics.
· The rest of the wish list items are pending on funding throughout the year.

Spirit Wear – Megan Kelley

· Hoodies and long sleeve t-shirt. $6 t-shirt cost. $12 hoodie cost. Prices: $10 for shirt. $16 kid sweatshirt. $18 adult sweatshirt.
Box Tops – Lisa Abrams

· On the refrigerator baggies. Good profit.
4th grade picnic – Joanne Errera

· Looking for volunteers. 105 fourth graders. Trisha and Trina volunteered to assist, not chair.

PTO sponsored events – Joanne Errera

· Fun family events. Brainstorm about Halloween Party, Community Awareness, Ask to bring a canned good as an admission charge. Cause we Care organization brings pillows pre-made, stuff and sew pillows for cancer centers.
Cultural Arts – Science Enrichment – Gayle Campbell
· Gave the update on what is scheduled—excited about Douglas Florian on 10/13/10. Book order form will go home to all students, due 9/30/10. Turkey program from Indian Rock Preservation for kindergarteners is set for 11/15/10. Mike Kachuba, CT Troubadour will come 2/2/10 for 3rd grade Social Studies. All Science programs will be through HighTouchHighTech, and will occur in March and April. Jump Rope Superstar Mark Rothstein will come in May, just like last year. Also in May is Chris Rowlands, naturalist/musician/artist; he will do a performance on biodiversity.
Communications – Joanne Errera
· Efforts to be paperless. Website/emails. Cost per month is $8 for 500 emails, or $13 for 2500 emails. A  motion was made to go up to the 1 year contract for the 2500 emails.
Next Meeting: October 5, 2010

