John Paterson PTO Monthly Meeting Minutes

September 22, 2009

Minutes

The meeting came to order at 7:02pm

Attendance:  Meagan Kelley, Sandi Girolamo, Trisha Copeland, Cheryl Davis, Ericka Ganley, Lisa Abrams, Renee Lavoie, Nicolle Dagata, Alisa Houldcroft, Rita DiMauro, Roseanne Palazzolo, Trina Frisbie, Joanne & Alex Leon, Randi Thureson, Heather Servidone, Marina Wright,  Joanne Errera, Betty Lasker, Scott Halstead, Lilian Klinger, Jill Hinton, Paul Kemp, Steven Woods – Newington Board of Ed Rep. and Stephen Foresi.

Old Business

A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the June 2, 2009 meeting.

New Business

A
Introduction of Board of Education Member – Steven Woods – Sandi Girolamo

· Dr. Collins, the interim superintendent, is up and running with Dr. Perlini available as an advisor.  

· The board is focused on the issue of class sizes in Newington, they are working to help this issue.
· A question was posed about the Superintendent Search, where it stands.  He advised that it would resume after October this year.
Sandi Girolamo thanked the present teachers for attending tonight’s meeting and acknowledged Jill Hinton as this year’s head teacher.

B
Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley

· Current balance is 10,459.99.

· Income from various sources including donations and membership income was reviewed in the report

· Expenses for upcoming programs and additional payouts were also reviewed
C
Principal’s Report – Mr. Foresi

· Mr Foresi thanked the PTO for hosting the faculty luncheon on August 31 and the warm welcome back to Paterson.  He also thanked the PTO for their presence at Open House helping the school in welcoming new and returning parents.

· He pointed out the Paterson Pride signs that are hanging around the school. The Paterson Pride theme is supported school wide. School family groups are using this theme in their discussions. The goal is to help students develop good character.
· An effort will be made this year to go paperless by implementing electronic communication through email at Paterson.  Links will be provided to future Paterson Chatter newsletters beginning mid-October.  Parents are encouraged to enlist their email addresses to help this effort.  Written communication will continue to be sent home if requested by parents.

· The Halloween parade will not be held this year.  All teachers will be looking for parade alternatives and make a decision together for the entire grade.  Each grade will celebrate as decided.  Teachers are open to new ideas. Please contact your child’s teacher if you wish to discuss further.  Mr. Foresi said the PTO may want to think about hosting a Halloween event, after school hours if they’d like.  Sandi interjected that a PTO fall fest idea has been discussed.

· In classrooms teachers are focused on collecting as much information about the children to assess their needs and provide help.  This should be finished up in October.

· Sandi added that the PTO is considering revamping Spirit wear logos to coincide with the Paterson Pride theme.  The PTO will also look to incorporate the theme in its events & programs.

D
Membership Report – Megan Kelley

· Paterson had 89 families signup with additional forms still to be counted.  This is an increase from last years membership.  
· Sandi thanked all the volunteers that helped with open house.

E
Book Fair – Joanne Errera

· The book fair is next week!  Starting September 29, Tuesday is preview day.  Wednesday and Thursday are shopping days with family events in the evening including special readers for the kids, crafts and raffles.

· One for Books program is a way for students to support the Newington Community Human Services.  The flyer sent home with students was meant to generate excitement for children to bring in their coins.  The class that donates the most will received free books.  It was said that an email will be sent to teachers from the PTO explaining how this program should be managed.

· The profit structure for Scholastic has changed.  The options were presented as 

· Take all profit as cash

· Use profit as “scholastic dollars” to purchase items for the school

· A Smart Board could even be purchased

· After much discussion, it was motioned and accepted that the PTO will take all profit as cash for this fair but research the items that could be purchased with the Spring fair profit (March 2010).
F
Game Show Night – Joanne Errera

· Friday, October 2 is game show night from 7-9pm.  The event was scheduled this day because the entertainment company could give the PTO a discount. This is a fun family night out where people in the audience will have the chance to get raffle tickets and win prizes.  Those members in attendance last year said it was a great show and a lot of fun.  Refreshments will be served.  Volunteers will be needed.

G
Garden Show – Marina Wright

· Marina said the show this year hosted 86 entries.  There were 32 first place ribbons, 25 second place ribbons and 15 third place ribbons.  Marina thanked all of the volunteers that helped with a special thanks to the judges who are always very generous with their time.  Mr. Foresi thought this event really added to the warm welcome of Open House night and thanked the PTO for sponsoring.
H
Bunco Night – Marina Wright

· Marina is hosting a bunco night social at her house in October.  PTO/PTA Members from the 4 elementary schools in Newington will be invited to attend.  The hope of this event is to open communication between the Paterson PTO and the other PTO/PTA’s in town to share ideas that help our schools.

I
Picture Fundaiser – Trina Frisbie

· In a joint venture with Ruth Chaffee, Paterson will have a photographer available for family portraits at Mill Pond waterfall in Newington.  The dates are Saturday, October 24th and Sunday, the 25th.  The sitting fees are $20 and you receive a free 8 x 10.  You can also purchase a CD of all the pictures taken. This fundraiser helps the PTO continue to raise money to support PTO events and programs.

J
Genovese Fundraiser – Trisha Copeland and Cheryl Davis
· As of the meeting there were 4 packets received.  It was expected to receive a significant amount of returned packets during this week.  A PTO member asked if donations can be made instead of the fundraiser.  The PTO response is that donations are always accepted and a form letter can be provided to document the donation.
· Cookie Dough and Pie fundraiser was discussed.  The Paterson PTO would like to run this fundraiser again and will revisit later this year.

K
McTeachers Night – Lisa Abrams

· Lisa presented the information for a McTeacher night.  Other schools have had great success with this event.  It was agreed that Paterson would like to host one.  A motion was made and passed to hold the event in November.  Lisa said she would call McDonald’s to check the schedule.
L
Fourth Grade Yearbook – Sandi Girolamo for Laurie Vierneau

· The first yearbook meeting is being held Tuesday, September 29, 7:00pm in Room 10.

· Those that might be interested in chairing the yearbook committee next year are asked to get involved now if they can.

M
Teacher’s Wish List

· Betty Lasker presented a new request for CD players and head sets.  The Word Forward program in our school supports auditory learning for children of all grade levels and gives them the extra help if needed in reading.  A child sits at a designated CD station with a CD player and headset to independently listen and enhance their reading skills.  Unfortunately these items did not make it into the school budget for this year, the PTO was asked to consider funding. 24 sets at $11.99 each was requested as soon as possible. 

· Joanne was going to look at Scholastic’s catalog to see if they might have these CD sets.  It was discussed that we would add this item to the current wishlist and get back to her.

· Jill Hinton made a request for funding a Kindergarten enrichment program “Indian Rock Nature Preservation”.  The PTO has incorporated this into the wishlist and will return to her asap given that the program needs to be booked for November.

· Sandi asked Ericka to create a budget of all items this year so we can quickly determine what money will be available to fund the wishlist items requested asap.

· Mr. Kemp addressed his request for speakers in each music room.  They cost approximately $490 per pair. No installation fees, Mr. Kemp would install.

· Mrs. Hinton asked how the PTO can decide at each grade level now to allocate funding?  It was decided that the PTO would form a committee to research the wishlist items and provided options for vote at October’s meeting.
N
SEPTA – Special Eduction Parent Teachers Association – Sandi Girolamo

· Sandi introduced this association as a newly formed venture in Newington that benefits all families.  Their first event is Oct. 1 from 7-8:30pm living within the autism spectrum.  All families are encouraged to attend and learn more about this association.

O
Open Forum

· Sandi shared a note about the Cherish our Children walk in Newington.

· Sandi asked for any additional questions or concerns.

· Randi Thureson asked about the walking club presented by Mrs. Breen at a meeting last school year to support the Healthy Initiative.  Mr. Foresi stated that there were two many concerns to see this program happen.  Traffic conflicts with the middle school drop off.  Public transportation for students would not be available which in effect would not make the program a school-wide program. Staffing was another issue.

· Rita DiMauro asked about the security of the PTO phonebook being distributed.  It was discussed that members may opt to include limited information.  The Phonebook is only distributed to John Paterson families.  The purpose of the phonebook is to help parents and families connect with each other.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00pm.

Respectfully,

Ericka Ganley


