PTO Minutes – November 5, 2010

In Attendance: Joanne Errera, Lisa Abrams, Ericka Ganley, Gayle Campbell, Stephen Foresi, Jill Hinton, Randi Thureson, Heather Servidone, Trina Frisbie, Rosanne Santoro, Kelly Dumas, Trisha Copeland, Cheryl Davis, Sandi Girolamo, Jennifer Pigott.
Welcome
· Joanne welcomed everyone at 7:03 pm. She read an introductory note concerning by-laws, Roberts Rules, and a better sense of order to conduct our meetings.

Old Business – Joanne Errera

Sandy moved to approve minutes. Trisha seconded the motion.
New Business – 
· Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi
· Thanked members for the fundraising efforts. Thanked members for the event last Friday night. (Halloween Party) 

· Reminder to pull up, and be vigilant of others for the drop-off procedures/safety. Pay attention to daycare vans’ “stop signs.” After warnings are given, the police officers may be contacted. A fine of almost $400 could happen.

· Turkeys are coming 11/15/2010 to kindergarten!

· Lock-down drill went well. State Law requires that we conduct a lock-down drill 3 times a year.

· Student Council elections held today. Officers elected. Make connections between school, town, state, country. Every speech given from third and fourth grade students running was very dynamic. Great opportunity for students.
· Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley/Lisa Abrams
· Busy month. Opening balance was $27,494.54. Income for the month: $10,269.20. Payouts were $18,324.83. Projected expenses Nov/Dec: $9580. Projected Income Nov/Dec: $3682. Feeling like we’re looking pretty good for the New Year.
· Question about the pavilion: Lisa raised a concern about the roof, paint job. Mr. Foresi explained the handicap compliance issues near the benches, the concerns about birds/insect nests, and the school district will be funding that for safety issues.

· Membership Report – Megan Kelley 

· To date, we have a total of 126 staff and families paid dues as members.

· Fundraising Update – Trisha Copeland/Cheryl Davis
· Genevieve’s went very well. $145 was pure donations. Profit: $6495. A little more than last year. 
· Square One Art fundraiser: all done and mailed out. Profit margin: around $2800. 52% of school participated. A lot of positive feedback. Orders will be here by the end of November. 

· Trisha encouraged people to contact her with suggestions for spring fundraising? Megan: a CT Whalers hockey game/family night. Sandy: Rock Cats game night. Lisa: a walk-a-thon (look into planning). Megan: fruit sale. Marina: Bounce U. Gayle and Lisa will research/report next month on the walk-a-thon idea. Trisha asked for a shadow-person to take over Fundraising. 
· 4th grade yearbook – Trina Frisbie 
· In the process of collecting the 4th grade questionnaire. Lisa Schuller and Randi Thureson will sit with students to help them fill it out. 3rd grade moms will come shadow the process for next year. Need kindergarten age pictures of 4th graders. Committee may have to make phone calls.
· Family Portraits at Mill Pond Falls – Trina Frisbie
· A great success. Total profit: $2362. 68 sittings. Thank you to Cheryl Davis, Trisha Copeland, Joanne Errera, Roseanne Santoro, Ericka Ganley.  

· Spirit Wear—Megan Kelley
· Sent in the order. Left over from last year 28 Long sleeve Ts, ordered 125. Sold 77.

· Hoodies will be in just before Thanksgiving. Thinking of doing drawstring bags, water bottles.

· Logo change. 
· Sandy had a question about sizing. Small is a 6-8. Interested in an extra-small for preschoolers. Pennants might be a good thing. Ericka suggested a hoodie email blast. Lisa suggested a hoodie display put up in the front area of the school. Kelly suggested an email of a kid wearing one.  
· Box tops – Lisa Abrams
· We’ve now collected $524. Will send home another flyer, maybe connecting to bucket filling. Next time we send out in February. Megan asked about expiration. Lisa confirmed that they do. Also has a form about winning 100 box tops. Mr. Foresi suggested sending home a certificate when students bring in to connect to “Filling Buckets.”
· October Fun Night – Joanne Errera Val Nakonechny /Lisa Nyez/Kim Gadarowski
· Halloween Party, Friday, 10/29/10, 6-8pm

· Donations from: Chilis, Staples, Tech Air, Sam’s club, Home Depot, Elm Hill Pizza, Veggie World, Price Chopper, Public Market, Karabin Farms, S&S Automotive, Rogers Orchards, Valeria Fable from Stew Leonards, Dick’s Sporting Goods.

· 525 respond. Shut down the amount for fire code. Next year maybe come with two times to come through. 50 or 60 children couldn’t be accommodated this year.

· Everybody had a good time, but only 13 volunteers for 525 in attendance. 

Music, games, trick-or-treating.

· Thank you to Volunteers: Michelle, Troy, Brendon and Brittany Grenier, Randi, Rachel and Ericka Thureson, Megan Kelley, Karen Pyne, Heidi Kuhnly, Ericka Ganley, Kristen Brennan, Rosanne Santoro, Trina Frisbie, Walt Nakonechny, Lynae Brescia, Lisa Tanguay, Dirk DeBoer, Mike Dagata, Nicholle Dagata’s mom and sister Emily. 

· Thank you to Teachers: Allison Campanelli, Karen Cote (and her husband), Mary Polezonis. . 

· Cuz We Care – Ericka Ganley
· Local Organization creates pillows with fleece/stuffing, which are then distributed to cancer/dialysis centers.

· Wednesday evenings/Saturday mornings available for the organization folks to be present. Event would include stations for stuffing, sewing, smoothing, closing. Need donations for stuffing. Fleece is provided. January/February may be a good option for the organization and for the school. 20 - 40 school families could be accommodated. Question from Joanne about inquiring interest. Trina is doing this with her Brownie troop, and suggested we do it on a Friday night. 
· Committee Updates:

· Cultural arts – Gayle Campbell

· Douglas Florian visit went really well. Very positive celebration of writing and art.
· Chris Rowlands is back on the schedule. He offered to stay with his original date, 5/18/11, and take off $150.

Open Forum:
· Gayle mentioned the Environmental Quality Commission connection.
· Randi asked about the ice cream social. Ericka said we spent @$600 last year. Keep it for the tradition! We hold it at the high school. Bingo and ice cream social. We will need help for assistance. Need to make the date at the high school. Maybe a Friday night a couple weeks before February break.
· Mr. Foresi asked about volunteers to support the school store 2 days a week 8:20-9:00 am. We need volunteers, and can accommodate your schedule. Contact Mrs. Delaney if you would like to assist. We also need a structure with which to keep the goodies inside and a place from which to sell the items. Sandi asked about the financial support the Student Council. Trisha volunteered her husband, who is a carpenter, to build the structure. Sandi suggested we sell spirit wear at the School Store.
· Lisa offered ways to help the school. Register your card online with Price Chopper, Stop & Shop, and Target. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Gayle Campbell

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. Next Meeting: 7 p.m. Tuesday, December 7, 2010

