JOHN PATERSON PTO MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 13, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM. 
In attendance were:  Sandi Girolamo, Ericka Ganley, Valerie Nakonechny, Lynae Brescia, Trina Frisbie, Mary Beth Vendetti, Cheryl Davis, Trisha Copeland, Renee Lavoie, Randi Thureson, JanicePlourd, Maureen Callahan, Lisa Abrams, Marina Wright, Heather Servidone, Jill Hinton and Stephen Foresi.
I.  
WELCOME – Sandi Girolamo

II.  
OLD BUSINESS

A. Approve September Meeting Minutes – A motion was made to accept the minutes as written.  This motion was seconded and passed.  

III.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Intro Board of Education Representative – Sandi Girolamo

Our Board of Education Representative this month is Sharon Braverman.  To better serve the town and open communications between the school district and the PTOs/PTAs, each PTO/PTA in town will have three meetings per semester with the Board of Ed or the Superintendent and/or his staff.  They are currently thinking that the meeting with the Board of Ed can be held at 6:00pm prior to their regular 7:00 meetings.  The SAT report is scheduled to come out tomorrow (October 14) and results will be shared by our representative at the next PTO meeting.  Things are going well with the current budget.  The other thing of note is that the Board of Ed and the Superintendent’s office are keeping a very close watch on classroom sizes and that Elizabeth Green recently added one Kindergarten teacher to their staff to keep classrooms at a manageable level.  Sharon welcomes questions, comments and feedback.  If you would like to reach her, please send her an email at: sharonrbraverman@sbcglobal.com.

B. Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley

The most recent Treasurer’s Report is attached to the meeting minutes.  Our current account balance is $28,442.99.  Ericka has worked up a tentative budget based upon info from the past couple of years. Based upon these figures, we have approximately $19,500 that goes out each year for programs, picnics, etc.  We also owe a little over $6,000 to Genevieve’s for the fundraiser.  This leaves us about $3,000 in “slush funds” to be used as decided by the PTO.
C. Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi

Renovation Project – As your kids may have told you, the classrooms at Paterson are being renovated room by room.  This does not include the classrooms in the Kindergarten wing, as they are only 8 or 9 years old.  While the classrooms are functional, they are not as user friendly as we’d like them to be.  The current renovations include installing individual cubbys, sinks and counters in the back of each classroom and turning the existing coat areas into a computer area and teacher storage.  There have been 13 rooms completed to date with the other 11 to be done by the end of the school year. 

Recent Events – A huge thank you to Joanne Errera and Valerie Nakonechny for organizing the Book Fair, Lisa Abrams for making arrangements for the recent Math Program that came in, and Joanne Errera once again for planning Game Show Night and to all the volunteers who donated their time to make these events happen.  The Book Fair was once again a huge success, the math program was wonderful and the kids and parents had a fantastic time at Game Show Night.  These are truly wonderful opportunities for the school and couldn’t be done without everyone’s help.

Reading Consultant – The State Department of Education has set several criteria and one of them is reading guidelines.  The school district is obligated to monitor a child’s reading level to ensure they are reading at or above grade level.  Some parents may have already received notices, regarding a new reading consultant / program that is beginning this year.  Working on reading in a traditional classroom is difficult because classes consist of children who read at different levels.  With this program, children will be divided into groups that are at approximately the same reading level and will be switching classrooms to work with other teachers on a regular basis.  

Public Safety Training – We recently had Newington Police Safety Officer come to the school to do a presentation on bike safety.  Please note that is only allowable for 3rd and 4th graders to ride their bikes to school after attending a bike safety program.  

Playground Maintenance – It has come to our attention that the playground needs some maintenance.  There is graffiti inside the tube slide, the separate slide/glider is not functioning and there is some metal showing.  The PTO will work on having these problems fixed.  
D. Teacher’s Wishlist – Sandi Girolamo

1.  Kindergarten request / vote – The Kindergarten teachers put in a request for a $235 to bring in live turkeys from Indian Rock Nature Center during November.  After discussion, a motion was made and passed to honor this request.
2. Audio Equipment request / vote – Tying in to the earlier reading program, a request was made by the reading consultant to purchase 24 portable CD players (6 per grade level) to assist individual learning.  She has priced out several options and recommended the Koby CX players for $11.99 each available on Amazon.com.  Renee Lavoie offered the use of her Amazon card to receive free shipping.  After discussion regarding the durability of the items as well as battery costs (batteries will be paid for out of the school budget), a motion was made and passed to donate 24 portable CD players for the Reading Program.
E. Membership Update – Sandi Girolamo (for Megan Kelly)

No membership update tonight.  We will have the current membership information available at the November meeting.

F. Networking Event – Marina Wright

Marina will be holding a Bunco Night at her house on Friday, October 23rd at 7:00.  She has also invited members of the PTOs/PTAs from Ruth Chaffee, Elizabeth Green and Anna Reynolds, and hopes that it will be a fun night for us to all get together and to exchange information and ideas.  Everyone is invited – please let her know if you’d like to attend.
G. Special Friends Week – Lynae Brescia

Special Friends Week will be held October 19th – 23rd.  We will be serving refreshments to the Grandparents and Special Friends in the cafeteria for each grade level.  Volunteers are still needed.  If you are available to help at any of the sessions, please contact Lynae.

H. Book Fair – Valerie Nakonechny 
The book fair was another great success. Sales were $7,779!  This figure includes the One for Books collection that raised over $370 to purchase books for Newington Human Services.  Joanne delivered a box of books for a variety of ages, ranging from preschool to Grade 4 and they were thrilled to receive it.  At the last meeting we decided to take our profit in cash again.  Our profit was just over $1900 and, based on the events we held during the fair, we also received $1,000 in Scholastic Dollars.  We used the Scholastic Dollars as we have in past years – we donated $136 in books to the school library, which Mrs. Elston chose; we did prize giveaways at both Family Nights; we gave away gift certificates at the Teacher Preview and the remaining balance of $852 was given to Mr. Foresi to spend on books and extras for the classrooms.  Joanne and Val send out a HUGE thank you to all of the volunteers who made the event happen!  We’ll be hitting you up again in the spring…
I. Game Show Night – Valerie Nakonechny (for Joanne Errera)

Game Show Night was attended by about 100 people and everyone seemed to have a great time.  The PTO provided snacks and water at intermission.  This is the 2nd year we have done this event and while the event was a lot of fun, the $1,000 cost seems like a lot when compared to the attendance; however, both of the Game Show Nights were held in October, which is right in the middle of fall sports.  Joanne suggested trying it once more but holding it in November after most of the sports programs are over to see if we can get a larger turnout.  Many members said that they would prefer that, since November is a slower month – post Halloween / pre Thanksgiving and holidays.
J. Website Update – Valerie Nakonechny (for Joanne Errera)

The website has been updated with the most current information.  An email blast has been set to go out regarding the fundraiser pick up.  Joanne and Megan will coordinate new PTO membership forms and add any new email addresses to the list so they can receive the email blasts.

K. Picture Fundraiser – Trina Frisbie
The Family Picture Fundraiser is going well.  There are currently 38 families scheduled to have their pictures taken.  Our dates are Saturday, October 24th (8:00 – 11:30) and Sunday, October 25th (8:00 – 5:00).  Ruth Chaffee PTA is also doing this event – we are splitting Saturday with them and theirs will be held 12:00 – 5:00.  Trina has secured rain date locations, just in case.  Saturday’s rain location is the Lucy Robbins Welles Library and Sunday’s is the Newington Volunteer Fire Department Company 3 on Richard Street.  In the event that one of these locations needs to be utilized, the photographer will have a selection of backdrops for people to choose from.  Volunteers are still needed – if you can spare any time, please contact Trina.
L. Fundraising  Update – Trisha Copeland / Cheryl Davis

The Genevieve’s Fundraiser went VERY well.  Total sales were almost $14,000, total profit was $6,291.12 including online sales.  Pick up is scheduled for Tuesday, October 27th from 2:30 – 6:30 here at the school.  Every year there are problems with people remembering to pick up their items.  PLEASE remind everyone to come that day.  Reminders will be sent home in backpacks and Joanne has scheduled an email blast, so hopefully we won’t have too many issues.
IV.
OPEN FORUM

A. McTeacher’s Night – Lisa Abrams

We are planning to hold McTeacher’s Night on Wednesday, November 18th from 4:00 – 7:00 at McDonald’s on the Berlin Turnpike.  McDonald’s will provide balloons, juke box, music and will put up John Paterson PTO McTeacher’s Night on their sign on the Pike.  We will have flyers to put up around town and tell all your friends!  McDonald’s averages the sales figures for the 4 weeks prior to the event.  They will then donate 20% of their excess sales to the PTO.  They will also have tip jars set up at each register and at the drive thru.  Lisa is currently working to find teacher volunteers and could use parent volunteers to help keep the chaos organized the night of the event.  Most of the other PTOs/PTAs in town have held this and say it’s a great time and that the kids get a kick out of seeing their teachers outside of the classroom.
B. Board of Education 

A question was raised to see if a Board of Ed representative could be assigned to our school to attend our PTO meetings, rather than doing a rotation of its members.  This way we would have a specific contact and it would ease communications between the PTO and the Board of Ed.  Sharon will look into this and will pass this request on to the Board of Ed that is elected in November.

The next meeting will be held at 7:00PM on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 in the Media Center. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Valerie A. Nakonechny
Secretary

