John Paterson PTO Monthly Meeting

November 25, 2008

Minutes

The meeting started at 7:05 P.M.

Attendance:  Sandi Girolamo, Randi Thureson, Eileen Colonese, Sharon Lichota, Joanne Errera, Marina Wright, Maureen Callahan, Lisa Abrams, Cheryl Davis, Karin Tolisano, Trina Frisbie, Valerie Nakonechny, Nancy Galarza, Jenni Morgenthau, Deanna Trott, Jaycee Perkins, Seth Greenberg, Steve Bennett, Beth Delbuono and Stephen Foresi.
Introduce Board of Ed Member – Sandi Girolamo introduced Beth Delbuono of the Board of Education because Beth needed to leave after her report.  Beth mentioned that Dr. Perlini has officially retired.  His retirement is effective December 31, 2008 but he will act as interim superintendent while Newington does a search for a replacement.

Old Business:

Review of October 2008 Minutes – A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from last month.

New Business:

Treasurer’s Report – Eileen Colonese
· We currently have about $5000-6000 to spend prior to fundraising.
· Other details are included in the Treasurer’s Report.

Principal’s Report

· Mr. Foresi thanked everyone for all our hard work on the Movie Night.

· He said that the Recycle Magic Cultural Arts program was great.  Paterson currently has recycle bins in every area.
· Fundraiser – parent participation is just incredible with the economy the way it is.

· Yearbook Committee – parents continue to go in and out of the school while working on this – thanks for all the hard work.  The Fire Department comes each year to take the picture for the front cover of the yearbook.

· The Nancy Boyles visit was done to provide embedded staff development that the PTO supported.  This gave the teachers an opportunity to see how they could improve or expand their own lesson plans.
· Student Council Inauguration was held in the cafeteria.

· Student Editorial Board – students in Grade Four have an opportunity to write to Mr. Foresi if they are interested in being critics, judges and editors of other students work.  The Board collects writing work and art work that is submitted via the box in the front lobby.  The Student Editorial Board members and Mr. Foresi go through the submissions.  They provide positive feedback and also showcase exemplary work throughout the building.  Have your child consider submitting great work to the Student Editorial Board.  There is a form right in front of Mrs. Prange (in the front office) or they can get a form from their teacher.  They fill in the form themselves or they can have the teacher assist them.  The teacher will review the form and then the work can be submitted.
· Tomorrow is an early release (or legal length) day.  The day ends at 1:25 p.m.  A rapid notification will go home tomorrow morning.  There is lunch but no recess.

· Parent/Teacher Conferences start December 9th.  If you don’t have one scheduled, please contact your child’s teacher to schedule one.  This year is the first year without our Goals so children will wait in the hallway instead of coming in unless both the teacher and parents feel it is beneficial to have the child participate.

Physical Fitness Update – Steve Bennett handed out some information on what is required at the different grade levels.  The major hurdle for most fourth graders is the mile run. Pushups are the second hardest.  The kids did very well in flexibility.
· The Curl up test is being modified.  The new version will be easier to administer and more accurate.
· The mile run will change to a pacer test – up and down a blacktop or court instead of around a field.
· With Grades K-2 they are working on fine and gross motor skills, stopping and starting on a signal, combination of movements together.  They use fitness as a warm up – galloping, skipping, bear-walking, crab-walking.  They are also developing upper body strength.  Grades 3-4 gets more into games.  They work on putting the skills together. This helps the kids to make connections regarding how you put these skills into different types of games.

· Mr. Bennett mentioned that it’s more important to do the skills correctly.  If the child is doing many repetitions but not doing them correctly, it doesn’t count.  He will send home some information on how to do the skills correctly.  We can also put it on the PTO website.

· The results of their tests are sent home in the report cards.

· Student results are reported to the state during 4th, 6th, 8th and 10th grades.  Students are tested in 5th, 7th and 9th in order to track progress but the results are not reported.

Correspondence – Thank you notes were read from Mrs. Klinger.
Book Fair – Ericka Ganley couldn’t be here.  Sandi reported our profit is $1900.  Our next book fair is during Parent/Teacher Conferences in the Spring. We are going to make some changes to the format.  We’re going to go to 2 family nights to try and even out the crowd.  One idea mentioned is for the kids to vote for their favorite teacher and have the winner come in and read or maybe have the Mayor come in to read and then have Mr. Foresi read on the other night.  Ericka will stay on for the Spring book fair, we need to look into getting a co-chair for the Spring as well as for future book fairs.  The hours will be changed to try and minimize the hours of help needed.  We really would like to see someone who can put in some daytime hours take this over.  
Top 10 Cool Things about Newington.
Hospitality Update – Pam Madrazo wasn’t with us to provide an update.  It was mentioned that Custodians’ Day just passed by.  The custodians were given the same gift cards that others have received this year.
Movie Night – Sharon Lichota reported that Paterson Movie Night was a success.  We had 400 people come for Kung Fu Panda.  The venue was not ideal since kids were walking around and sitting on the floor in the gym wasn’t the most comfortable but most seemed to enjoy it anyway.  Special thanks to Trina Frisbie and Val Nakonechny for the donations they were able to arrange as well as to ALL the volunteers who helped make this event run very smoothly!
· Val said that 99 will actually pre-pop and bag the popcorn for us if we ask them.  (For future Movie Nights)

Fourth Grade Yearbook Update – Sandi Girolamo mentioned that if anyone has a fourth grader or knows a fourth grade parent – please send in pictures of your children from prior years.  Send them in to Laurie ???
Fundraiser Update – Eileen Colonese – we are done for 2008 portion of the school year.  We are planning to do two more fundraisers – one in February and one in April.  Eileen is taking suggestions for what to do for fundraisers.
By-Law Committee Sign Up and Meeting – Sandi Girolamo mentioned that we need to review the by-laws this year.  She brought copies of them and left them out for people to take a look at them.  She suspects that because it was such a major overhaul two years ago, it will probably be a quick update this time.  She will ask at the meeting next month if anyone wants to be part of a quick review process.
Upcoming Events:

· Game Night in January – Sharon Lichota mentioned this is a really easy event to do and we had a great turnout last year.
· Ice Cream Social and BINGO Night in February – Randi Thureson mentioned that we usually hold it at the high school because we need more room.  We have ice cream and invite the teachers to scoop the ice cream and put on the toppings.  It’s another no charge event.  We run Bingo games and winners get prizes.  Randi is looking for volunteers to help out.

· Game Show – Eileen Colonese reported that we did this last fall.  It was a lot of fun.  It was not well attended but it was very interactive so every child who wanted to be involved got involved.  We are looking to have them back in either March or April.
· Rockcats Game and/or a Winter Carnival – Sandi Girolamo said that she is looking into more information on these events.  Stay tuned for more information.

Teacher’s Wish List – Sandi Girolamo – Mr. Foresi gathered a wish list from the teachers.  Through our Scholastic Book Fair this fall, we received a $300 credit to purchase books.  There were some small book items on the wish list.  She also mentioned that because we are a non-profit organization, we need to get to $0 by the end of the school year.  Based on the most recent Treasurer’s Report, that currently leaves us with about $5500 that we can spend.  Idea #1 is to purchase a “stocked” recess equipment shed.  There is currently no location to store balls, hula hoops, etc.  We were thinking of purchasing a large, portable type of shed to store some playground equipment.  We were thinking of presenting a stocked shed which would contains items such as hula hoops, balls, bean bags, etc.  We can also paint some games like hopscotch, etc. on the blacktop.  Idea #2 is to purchase a Smart Board for a teacher.  That idea costs $5000 for each Smart Board.  We’d like to have some discussion around the ideas.

· An opinion was offered that Idea #1 has the ability to affect the whole school but Idea #2 only affects one classroom.
· A question was asked about Dr. Perlini’s initiative to update the technology.  Maintenance is very expensive - $400 for each light bulb in these projectors.  Middle school has had more of a push because the content of their curriculum is deeper.

· A question was asked why the music teacher gets two white boards when the Kindergarten teachers didn’t have any of them.  Mr. Foresi mentioned that Mr. Kemp has the portable one.  Un-mounted ones are not conducive in classrooms because of the students moving around.

· Eileen Colonese mentioned that while we don’t currently know what the playground idea will cost, her experience has been that if we tell people what we are trying to do, the donations or support for the fundraisers just happens.
· A motion was made and seconded about looking into the cost of the stocked storage shed.

Open Forum

· Next meeting is January 13, 2009 at 7 p.m. in the Media Center.
· Email blasts are up and running, if you are not getting them, please see Joanne Errera.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.
