John Paterson PTO Monthly Meeting

April 7, 2009

Minutes

The meeting started at 7:05 P.M.

Attendance:  Sandi Girolamo, Eileen Colonese, Sharon Lichota, Joanne Errera, Ericka Ganley, Lisa Abrams,  Renée Lavoie, Cheryl Davis, Valerie Nakonechny, Mëgan Kelley, Lynae Brescia, Marilyn Wilsey and Stephen Foresi.
Old Business:

Review of March 2009 Minutes – A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from March.

New Business:

Book Fair – Joanne Errera, Val Nakonechny and Ericka Ganley

· Sales were approximately $6800, profit was just over $2000, we raised $200 more than the Fall book fair
· 10% or over $100 worth of books were purchased for the Paterson School library

· We were also able to fulfill some of the wish list items for the teachers

· Mr. Foresi also has over $700 he can spend on some software he wants for the school
· Lisa Abrams and Trina Frisbie provided help with a Monday snafu.  Lynea Brescia also came right over to help on Monday.
· Joanne wants to thank all the book fair volunteers.  They are:  Trina Frisbie, Valerie Pistritto, Lisa Abrams, Ericka Ganley, Nancy Galarza, Eileen Colonese, Amy Ellis, Lisa Schuler, Nichole Dagata, Jenni Morgenthau, Becky Pelton, Lynae Brescia, Sharon Lichota, Christine Veilleux, Mëgan Kelley, Randi Thureson, Jay Dumais, Renee Reis, Penny Dean, Jessica Metcalf, Michelle Rizzo and Lori DiPaola.  Joanne also extended a special thanks to Ericka Ganley, Eileen Colonese and Sharon Lichota.
· The pictures taken at the book fair made the Town Crier.  Joanne passed around a copy of them for everyone to see.
· Sharon Lichota also thanked Joanne, Val and Ericka for all their tremendous work.  Everything flowed so well and a lot of old and new great ideas were used.

Treasurer’s Report – Eileen Colonese
· Cartridges for Kids had $150 income.  This was due to a large donation made by Michael Lagace at the end of 2008.
· We made $3800 on the cookie dough fundraiser.  This was done with only 28% of the school families participating.  About half a dozen families sent in donations in lieu of selling the product.
· Kloter Farms will have a $1300 bill that will come due in a week or so.

· Cultural Arts has about $3000 in expenses left

· Yearbook has a $500 expense left

· 4th Grade Picnic – Has an estimated budget of $1200

· End of the Year Picnic – Usually spend $1200-1500 but there is $2500 budgeted in case of rain.

Fourth Grade Picnic will be held on Thursday, June 11th
Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi
· He thanked everyone for everything they did for the book fair especially in light of how complicated this event is.
· He said everyone is so excited about the new stocked shed, it will arrive on Tuesday, April 21st.  The staff has been discussing how it will be utilized at recess and the logistics surrounding the usage of it.

· Younger children are still having issues with phonetics.  Mr. Foresi will be using the almost $700 raised via the book fair to purchase some software to assist with this.  He thanked us for the money which is giving him this opportunity.

· Celebration of Abilities – This event is held to celebrate everyone’s uniqueness, as well as help to build tolerance and understanding of those who are different.  On Thursday, Kindergarten and 1st Grade will have Fidelco Guide Dogs in to do a presentation on Blind Awareness.  2nd through 4th Grades will have the Little Theater for the Deaf perform for Deaf Awareness.

· A letter went home to all families for student placement next year.  If you wish to write a letter to share your child’s learning styles or environments where your child is productive, those letters are very helpful when placing children in classes for next year.

· Our business manager (Lou Jachimowicz) has told us we are in contract negotiations with a photographer to take the class pictures.  Lou is looking to see if anyone from the PTOs in any of the schools wants to be involved in representing our school during the interview process.  The date for this will be Monday, May 4th at 6:30 p.m.  Sandwiches and beverages will be served at 5:30 p.m.  At 6 p.m., Lou will let us know how the process will go.  At 6:30 p.m., the vendors will start to come in and make their presentations.  They expect this to go to approximately 9 p.m.  It will be held at Town Hall in the Helen Nelson Meeting Room.  If you are interested, please talk with Mr. Foresi and he will send your name on to Lou.
· Mr. Foresi thanked all the parents who showed up to support the Board of Education at the March 30th special meeting of the Town Council that addressed the Board of Education budget.  A question was asked about how they got from 3.71% to 3%.  Mr. Foresi said he would need to request additional information from the Board of Education in order to get this information for us.

· Superintendent search – There was a meeting that parents were able to attend.  During that meeting, they gave you a questionnaire on 5 broad topics and broke everyone up into small groups.  They asked each group to come up with answers to the 5 topics and then the group would present their answers to everyone.  The search committee then summarized the answers and they would be put into a report which will be used to create the job description for the new Superintendent.  The job description will be posted on the Board of Education website.  Sandi Girolamo mentioned that she attended this meeting and said the community as a whole seemed to want the class size to stay small and also wanted to retain the gifted classes.

Stocked Shed Update – Lisa Abrams and Sharon Lichota
· The shed is coming from Kloter Farms $1990.  We owe approximately $1459 on it.

· We can put a lock on the handle.
· We are going to look into purchasing funnel ball equipment as well.
· Sharon checked prices on stencils.  There is a company that wants $150 for the stencils for four square and hopscotch.  This is pretty expensive and we could probably mark out the designs ourselves.  Should we get a line painting company to come in and do this for us?  Lisa mentioned there is a volunteer group that does this sort of work.  Someone else suggested we check with the other PTOs in town to see if any of them have these stencils.  Perhaps we can borrow them or come up with some sort of trade.
· Mr. Foresi is currently using the Big Y points he has to fill up the shed.
· If anyone decides to donate any items, please ensure they are playground quality or P.E. quality.

· The PTO asked Mr. Foresi for a list of remaining items the teachers want for the shed.  Perhaps some parents might consider purchasing some equipment for the shed for end of the school year teacher gifts.
By-Law Changes – Sharon Lichota

· Sharon went over the proposed By-Law changes.
· Joanne Errera will be posting these proposed changes to the Paterson PTO website.

· We will vote on these proposed changes at the next meeting.

McDonald’s Fundraising Night – Lisa Abrams

· Ruth Chaffee had a McTeacher’s night.  Lisa Abrams wondered if we were interested in doing one as well.

· 10 teachers and the Principal are required – they work the cash registers and the drive through.

· For 3 hours of service Chaffee took in $800 in profit.

· The school gets 20% plus everything put into the tip jars.

· There is no cost unless the PTO decides to hand out balloons, etc.
· The families and teachers from Chaffee had a lot of fun.

· We’d need to gauge the teachers’ interest to see if we can get 10 of them to volunteer.

· It was suggested that we try and get this in during the Spring so we don’t have to worry about lack of parking due to snow.

Nominations for 2009-2010 Officers and Committee Positions

· The Nominating committee will be contacting the people who have been nominated to see if they are interested.
· The vote will happen at the end of the May 12th meeting.

· Notices will go home prior to the meeting.

· The nominating form we used this year is an old form and needs to be updated.

· If the By-Law revisions are adopted, on the form where it says the committee chairs will be elected, the incoming President will appoint someone from the list of individuals we have who are interested in the positions.

· The Nominating committee consists of people who are not interested in running for office and aren’t in office currently.  They will gather the nomination forms, compile the information from them, contact the individuals and present the names.

· This year’s Nominating Committee consists of Eileen Colonese and Lisa Abrams.  (We decided to waive the Not in Office Currently rule for Eileen since she will be moving up to the Middle School next year and we needed the help!)
Open Forum
· Newington Education Foundation is looking to have liaisons work with the PTO groups in each school to better promote the mini grant process.  Renée Lavoie will be the liaison for John Paterson.  This is being done in the hopes that more people will apply for the mini grants.
· Sandi Girolamo thanked everyone for coming.

· Sandi also mentioned our next meeting is May 12, 2009 at 7 p.m. in the Media Center.
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 P.M.
