John Paterson PTO Monthly Meeting

March 3, 2009

Minutes

The meeting started at 7:00 P.M.

Attendance:  Sandi Girolamo, Randi Thureson, Eileen Colonese, Sharon Lichota, Joanne Errera, Ericka Ganley, Lisa Abrams,  Trina Frisbie, Valerie Nakonechny, Nicholle Dagata, Lynae Brescia, Doris Maldonado, Marilyn Wilsey, Dr. Ernest Perlini and Stephen Foresi.
Old Business:

Review of January 2009 Minutes – A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from January.

New Business:

Introduce Board of Ed Member – Sandi Girolamo introduced Dr. Ernest Perlini of the Board of Education and thanked him for coming to present the proposed budget.  Dr. Perlini went over a presentation for the upcoming budget.  The presentation will be uploaded to the John Paterson PTO website.  Please visit www.johnpatersonpto.com for more details.
Treasurer’s Report – Eileen Colonese
· We have had no income since her last report.
· Expenses were the Science programs, Ice Cream Social, Game Night and 4th Grade Yearbooks.  Over the next few months, additional expenses will include Science programs, Cultural Arts, 4th Grade Picnic, 4th Grade Yearbooks and Poland Spring.

· With the above expenses this will leave us approximately $6800 if we don’t do any other fundraisers.  Eileen reminded us that this figure does not include the end of the year picnic.
Fundraising Report – Eileen Colonese
· Art fundraiser can’t be done this year – not enough time left.  This is on hold until next year if somebody wants to start it first thing next year (may conflict with pictures and the big fundraiser (usually wrapping paper) we do at the beginning of year.  We may want to wait until next January to work with Mrs. Feola so she has time to work this into her curriculum.
· Cookie dough fundraiser – this is booked.  This will be going home in the backpacks shortly.  The fundraiser runs March 18th to April 1st.  Delivery will be the last week of April.  Everything must be picked up the day it comes in because many of the items are frozen.  Proceeds raised will go to help fund the shed filled with new recess equipment.  Our goal is to make $4000.  We can do this by selling just 2 items per family.  (Not per child – this is per FAMILY.)  We make approximately $11.40 for every 2 items we sell.

Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi
· The CMTs are going on for 3rd and 4th grade classes.  These tests assess how they are doing on the items they have learned throughout their school years.  Specials are being rearranged to accommodate the testing windows needed.  The Reading assessment was done today.
· Parent/Teacher conferences are coming up the week of March 23rd and 24th.  Please schedule a conference with your child’s teachers if you do not have one scheduled already.

Stocked Shed Update – Lisa Abrams
· Quotes were obtained from 3 different places

· Kloter Farms will deliver it for free.  Their shed also comes painted, and includes the floors, shingles and venting.  If we go with Home Depot and Lowe’s there will be extra charges for these things plus we would still have to paint those sheds.  The two issues with Kloter Farms are that we have to take delivery of the shed by April 30th and we’d need to buy a padlock to lock it.  The Kloter Farms shed is maintenance free.  If graffiti gets put on the shed, it can be repainted with a latex paint.
· The cape style would be more conducive to what we’re looking for because you can hang peg boards on the walls.
· If we do move forward with the Kloter Farms shed, Lisa is required to make a deposit of $600 by tomorrow.  Delivery is required by April 30th.

· Motion was made and seconded to purchase the Cape Style Kloter Farms shed.  The vote passed.

· In regards to stocking this shed with playground equipment, Mr. Foresi has some Big Y points he will use.  He has already ordered 30 hula hoops, 30 jump ropes, balls, etc.  He is hoping maybe we can look into getting some stencils for playground games.  (ie. Four square, Hopscotch, etc.)

· Sharon Lichota is going to look into pricing for some blacktop games.  She will send the information she researches to the PTO officers and Mr. Foresi.  In addition she will see how much it would cost to have a company come in and paint these games on the blacktop.
Book Fair – Joanne Errera and Val Nakonechny
· Received the approved book fair Building Permit
· Volunteer requests went home

· March 20th is set up

· The week of Parent/Teacher conferences is when it is running (March 23-25)
· Monday will be the preview day.  This is when the students make their wish lists.
· Tuesday and Wednesday are shopping days and have evening hours for parents who can’t come in during the day.
· Mr. Foresi is reading on Tuesday night.
· They are trying to come up with something else for Wednesday to spread out the crowd a little.
· We cut out Thursday due to lack of sales on that day.
· Posters will go up in the school next week.
· They will be setting up the book fair website and linking it to our website.
Open Forum
· Mr. Foresi thanked everyone for coming tonight.  This was the best turn out he’s seen for a budget presentation since he’s been here.  He thanked us for all our support.

· Mr. Foresi mentioned some information about the current search for the next Superintendent of Schools.  The town of Newington is looking at 2 firms to assist with the search.  The Search Committee will meet with Dr. Perlini and the Board of Education to interview these 2 firms.  One will be chosen and the search for Dr. Perlini’s replacement will move forward.

· Sandi Girolamo thanked Mrs. Wilsey and everyone for coming.

· Sandi also mentioned our next meeting is April 7, 2009 at 7 p.m. in the Media Center.
The meeting adjourned at 8:19 P.M.
