JOHN PATERSON PTO MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 5, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM.

In attendance were: Megan Kelley, Ericka Ganley, Valerie Nakonechny, Joanne Errera, Lynae Brescia, Trina Frisbie, Stephen Foresi, and Clark Castelle, Board of Education Member.

I. WELCOME – Megan Kelley

II. OLD BUSINESS

A. Approve November Meeting Minutes – A motion was made to accept the minutes as written.  This motion was seconded and passed.

III. NEW BUSINESS

A. Intro Board of Ed Representative (Clarke Castelle) – Megan Kelley

B. Board of Representative Report – Clarke Castelle
Background - Clarke is the newest elected member of the Board of Education and has filled the position vacated by Meg Casasanta, who is now on the Town Council.  Clarke spent 35 years in the insurance industry and has most recently worked as a Special Education tutor for the past several years in Newington and the surrounding towns.  Clarke has had children go thru the Newington school system and, because he has been a tutor in the system as well, hopes he can bring a fresh aspect to the Board and is very much looking forward to the next two years.

Budget – Last year’s budget was tight and included federal stimulus money.  Because of that, we were able to be the first district to announce there would be no teacher layoffs for the 2009-2010 school year.   This upcoming year, however, will be even tighter and there may be a possibility of teacher layoffs. Clarke also informed us that while Connecticut 2nd in the country for the amount spent on education (New Jersey is 1st), we are 50th – dead last – in State funding.  Towns in other states can receive up to 78% of their total education budgets from their state.  Connecticut’s average is 23%, with cities receiving more and more affluent towns receiving less.  Clarke hopes to have a chance to speak with state representatives for an explanation and to see what can be done to change this in the future.  Dr. Collins, Interim Superintendent, will be presenting a budget on January 13th and is scheduled to show his budget presentation to our PTO at our February meeting.  The next two years will be very difficult and the Superintendent, the schools, the Board of Education, the Town Council, and the Mayor’s Office will all work together to try to sustain and even improve the quality school system we have as best they can.  Clarke also gave kudos to all of the schools PTOs and PTAs for the amount of work they do and the money they raise to support their individual schools.  

C. Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley
The most recent Treasurer’s Report is attached to the meeting minutes.  Our current balance is $19,944.90.  Deposits included $1,369 for the Family Photo Fundraiser, $25 for five new family memberships and $1447.94 from LifeTouch - $1,197.94 commission and a $250 “bonus” for signing on with them this year.  Ericka has also received the paperwork to book Picture Days with LifeTouch again for the 2010-2011 school year.

D. Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi
Book Fair - Prior to submitting his school budget to the Superintendent, Mr. Foresi looked for alternate ways to get materials that he would normally include.  The points earned at last fall’s book fair were used to purchase a copy of Brown Bear, Brown Bear for each incoming Kindergarten student.  The children will receive the books when they come for Kindergarten Orientation.  Joanne pointed out that if we take our book fair profits in Scholastic Dollars we would receive double the cash amount.  For example, if our book fair profit is $2,000, we would receive that amount in cash or$4,000 in Scholastic Dollars which can be used to purchase not only books but other educational materials as well.  We might want to consider taking advantage of this option, especially in the upcoming difficult budget years.

Parent/Teacher Conferences – We had an outstanding participation rate at the parent/teacher conferences this year!  Spring conferences will be held the week of March 22nd.

Report Cards –The current report cards have been used for more than 30 years and don’t reflect the Standards Based Curriculum that Newington has adopted since then.  A committee that includes representatives from each school is currently in the process of revising report cards on a district wide level.  The new report cards will reflect how students are doing in specific areas more in line with this standards based curriculum and will have less technical language to make them easier for parents to understand.  Once they have the basic format complete, there may be an opportunity for parent input as well.  The new report cards may be implemented as early as next year.

CMTs – The Connecticut Mastery Tests will be held March 2nd – March 19th.  These tests are state mandated and are used to assess proficiency in Reading and Math for all 3rd and 4th graders in Connecticut.  Results from these tests are also used to assess schools on both a state and federal level.  Because these are standardized tests, the state has set specific guidelines for testing.  The testing periods are 9:00 – 10:30 and 10:45 – 12:15 and specials for the entire school will be adjusted during this period to allow for this.  A meeting will be held prior to the tests for the 3rd and 4th grade parents to review the testing schedule and answer any specific questions parents have.   

H1N1 – Happy to report that there have been no spikes in Newington for the H1N1 flu.  Absentee rate has maintained at approximately 3 – 5% district wide which is normal for this time of year.  The Board of Ed gets a weekly report regarding H1N1 cases throughout the state and in our local area.  Parents can check the CDC website (www.cdc.gov) for information regarding H1N1 and seasonal flu information.

E. LifeTouch Feedback – Megan Kelley
The school recently received a feedback questionnaire regarding LifeTouch.  While there was quite a bit of positive feedback regarding the individual student photos, there were a few concerns which included the following:  students that did retakes still have not received their pictures, many of the class photos have not come in and some classes have received two class photos.  Mr. Foresi said that the office had received several calls from parents regarding missing photos and that the LifeTouch people have been very hard to reach.  He will continue to attempt to contact them to get the remaining pictures sent out at soon as possible.  Because LifeTouch signed a 2 year contract on a district wide level, we are obligated to have them do the pictures for the 2010-2011 school year.


F. Spring Book Fair – Joanne Errera & Valerie Nakonechny
The spring book fair will be held Monday, March 22nd – Wednesday, March 24th.  Teacher preview day will be Monday and we will again have two family nights – Tuesday for K-2nd and Wednesday for 3rd & 4th.  The theme will be Book Fair Diner.  
Joanne and Val were hoping to be able to do book talks during the month of March; however, with CMTs felt it would be too much and will revisit the idea for the fall book fair instead.
At the fall book fair we had a jar for donations as part of Scholastic’s “One for Books” program, where donations are used to purchase books for donation.  The Paterson PTO proudly purchased several hundred dollars worth of books and donated them to the Newington Human Services Department.  We would like to do so again on a larger scale.  After discussion, it was agreed that a large container with P-R-I-D-E written down the side will be placed in the lobby and a challenge can go out to them as a school to fill the container up to the “P”.  By keeping it in the lobby for a longer period of time, the children can make their donations throughout the month and can watch the money accumulate and visitors coming in can see it as well.  This also ties into the Paterson theme of Pride, as they are helping others in the community which is certainly something to be proud of!
At the last book fair we had run out of bags and the idea was mentioned to sell recyclable bags at the book fairs (similar to those from the local grocery stores) with the school name/logo on them.  The idea was accepted with a great deal of enthusiasm.  Val has a catalog that the PTO received and will contact them to get more information and Ericka has a friend in the business and will get a quote from them as well.

G. Spirit Wear – Megan Kelley
The PTO has been discussing revamping the spirit wear for a while and we recently received information from a company called Spirit and Pride.  Their company offers online ordering of school wear without any minimum orders.  They offer a multitude of items including t-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies, which several people have requested in the past.  We would set the mark up (generally $1 - $4 per item) to their regular prices and they would send a check monthly directly to the PTO for the profit from any sales that month.  The flexibility of having the online ordering works well because we wouldn’t be locked in to a fundraiser type of setting where someone would have to collect orders, checks, etc. and then distribute the items when they come in.  While the response for this idea was enthusiastic, Trina suggested looking into the possibility of looking into a local company such as Hadfield’s or Copley’s that might be able to offer us something similar.  Megan will explore that option and will give an update at the next meeting.

IV. OPEN FORUM
Mr. Foresi recently spoke with Bill Karalus’s wife and she has decided that she is not comfortable doing the pasta dinner fundraiser after all; however, she has asked that the school use the memorial funds to have a portrait of Bill done to hang at Paterson instead.  This idea was accepted by the faculty and staff.  Mr. Foresi and Mrs. Feola are working together to contact an artist to have this done.  She also loves the idea of the memorial tree and plaque.  Mr. Foresi will coordinate the plaque purchase with the Janet Schneider. He is planning to do the plaque dedication on Flag Day this June.


The meeting adjourned at 8:46PM.

Respectfully submitted, 



Valerie A. Nakonechny
Secretary



The next meeting will be held on February 9, 2010 at 6:30pm.  
