JOHN PATERSON PTO MEETING MINUTES
MAY 11, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:04PM. 
In attendance were:  Sandi Girolamo, Megan Kelley, Valerie Nakonechny, Ericka Ganley, Joanne Errera, Gayle Campbell, Lisa Abrams, Trisha Copeland, Renee Lavoie, Trina Frisbie, Randi Thureson, Laura Montgomery, Jill Hinton, and Stephen Foresi.
I.  
WELCOME 
II.  
OLD BUSINESS

A. Approve April Meeting Minutes – A motion was made to accept the minutes.  This motion was seconded and passed.  

III.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Intro Board of Education Member, Pamela Raynock – Sandi Girolamo
B. Board of Education – Pamela Raynock
Budget was approved by the Town Council with a 3% increase.
Mr. Visone was named principal at Anna Reynolds.

In response to a PTO member’s question regarding the removal of February vacation – there are no plans to eliminate the vacation entirely but are considering shortening it to an extended 5 day weekend to have dismissal earlier in June.  The response from the PTO members in attendance at that time was neutral to in favor.  

C. Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley

The current balance in our account is $10,622.40.  A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is attached.

D. Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi
Special thank yous to Renee and Val for speaking about the PTO at Kindergarten Orientation, to Lynae Brescia for all her hard work for Teacher Appreciation Day, to Trish Copeland and Cheryl Davis for their tremendous Fundraising efforts, and to Renee Lavoie for organizing the World of Jump Roping event at the school, which was covered by the Fox 61 News and the Newington Town Crier.
ACES – All Children Exercise Simultaneously was held on May 5th.  All elementary school children across the state had an exercise program at 9:00am. 
Assessments – May begins the assessment process and the placement process for the 2010-2011 school year.  Letters were sent home for parent input and Mr. Foresi encouraged all parents to complete these to assist the staff with the placement process.
Good news – Paterson currently has 24 teachers and will increase to 25 for the 2010-2011 school year.  It has not been determined what grade level the additional teacher will be at.

E.
Fundraising – Trish Copeland 

Cookie Dough profit was $2,600 and we received an additional $100 in donations.  As included in all the notices that went home, the cookie dough that was not picked up that day was donated to the Friendship Center in New Britain, as it needed to remain frozen and we did not have room to store it.  

F.
Teacher’s Wish List – Lisa Abrams / Ericka Ganley / Sandi Girolamo
We reviewed the current account balance, taking into account expenditures that need to be made for the end of the year and deposits for programs we usually hold in the fall, and calculating approximate profit from the End of Year picnic.  The Wish List Committee met with the Student Council advisors to discuss the Shade Pavilion.  If the PTO is willing to donate $5,000, the Student Council will donate the remaining balance (approximately $1,800).  The Wish List Committee recommended a donation of $5,000 towards the Shade Pavilion.  A motion was made and passed enthusiastically.
Frames – Mrs. Feola had requested $200 for frames for artwork to hang in the cafeteria which they do not recommend purchasing at this time; however, we have about $6,600 in Scholastic Dollars to spend and are wondering if there is something that might suit her needs in the Scholastic Catalog.  Sandi recommended that the Scholastic Catalog be turned over to Mr. Foresi and Mrs. Hinton so they can review and make purchases taking teacher requests into consideration.

G.
Spirit Wear – Megan Kelley



There will be a flyer going home each week in May.  We are planning to purchase at least 150 at $3.75, in a combination of gray/black letters and red/white letters. After discussion, it was decided that the prices for t-shirts would be $8.00/kids and $10.00/adults.  We are planning to have a Spirit Wear table at every PTO event, beginning with the End of Year Picnic.  Megan offered to remain in charge of the Spirit Wear for her tenure at Paterson.   


H.
End of Year Picnic – Ericka Ganley

The End of Year Picnic will be held on Friday, June 4th from 5:00 – 8:00.  Tickets will be $5.00 per person and went on sale the 1st week of May.  Our goal is $3,500 in ticket sales.  We are off to a great start - to date, we have sold 209 food tickets totaling $1,045.

It was decided to cut the 2nd clown for face painting and instead purchase the supplies and find volunteers to do the face painting.  Megan, Joanne and Val offered to purchase the face painting supplies.  Trish donated the supplies – and coordinated volunteers! – to run a Tattoo table.  Thanks Trish!!

It was also decided to remove the 4th inflatable in favor of a dunk tank.  The joust was chosen to be removed as only two kids could use it at a time and there has been some concern about injuries on it.  We will be selling dunk tank tickets to raise additional funds at the picnic.  We have several teachers who have volunteered to sit in the dunk tank for us – they are: Mr. Bennett, Mr. Greenberg, Ms Sanzo, Mrs. Michaud, and Mr. Kemp.  Mr. Foresi mentioned that some staff members had expressed concern about the dunk tank and that kids would do it maliciously instead of in good spirit as we have planned.  It was decided that a PTO member will work the dunk tank just in case a situation should arise.   Any child seen as doing something unsportsmanlike will lose their turn and will not be allowed to participate in that portion of the event.
If anyone sees Nick the Ice Cream Man, please let him know that we need him June 4th and get his contact information to pass along to Ericka.

I.
Box Tops for Education – Sandi Girolamo

One of the other PTOs/PTAs mentioned that they would like to place Box Tops for Education boxes around town and have each PTO/PTA be responsible for collecting them periodically.  The plan would be for each school to have an equal share of the profits.  Our current box is located in the lobby near the office.  The local Girl Scout troop has been in charge of it for the past several years; however, it was discovered that Paterson has not seen any of the profits from it.  Mr. Foresi is going to look into where the funds have been going and Trina offered to help do the Box Tops for Paterson in the future.
IV.
OPEN FORUM 
Mr. Foresi mentioned that the school receives funds from several stores in the area.  Big Y, Price Chopper, and Stop & Shop each have Education programs tied directly to their saver cards.  Target also has a program but it is tied to their credit card.  Please encourage parents to request that their card be tied to a school.  
We received thank you notes from both Gina and Paula for the Joey Garlic’s gift certificates the PTO gave them for Administrative Assistant’s Day in April.

Trina volunteered to contact the photographer for Family Photo Day for October.

III.
NEW BUSINESS


J.
Election of 2010-2011 Officers – Sandi Girolamo



The nominated officers for the upcoming 2010-2011 school year are as follows:




President 

Joanne Errera




Co-Vice Presidents
Megan Kelley and Valerie Nakonechny




Co-Treasurers

Ericka Ganley and Lisa Abrams




Secretary

Gayle Campbell

Because there was no opposition, Sandi presented the slate as a whole.  All were in favor and the motion was made and passed to elect the new officers.

The next meeting will be held at 7:00PM on Tuesday, June 8, 2010 in the Media Center. The meeting was adjourned at 8:54PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Valerie A. Nakonechny
Secretary

