John Paterson PTO Monthly Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2010
Minutes

The meeting came to order at 7:02pm

Attendance:  Meagan Kelley, Sandi Girolamo, Trisha Copeland, Ericka Ganley, Lisa Abrams, Renee Lavoie, Randi Thureson, Marina Wright,  Cheryl Davis, Gayle Campbell, Jill Hinton, Paul Kemp, Nancy Petronio – Newington Board of Ed Rep. and Stephen Foresi.

Old Business

A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes from the February 9, 2010 meeting.

New Business

A
Introduction of Board of Education Member – Nancy Petronio – Sandi Girolamo

· Nancy started with updating us on the budget, that is had been completed by the BOE and passed on to Town Council for review.  

· There will be a meeting on Monday, 3/15 in which the BOE will present it’s budget to the town council.
· In addition, the BOE did a mid-term review of the interim Superintendent.  Dr. Collins management of the budget process this year was well-received by BOE members.
· Next step for the Superintendent search committee is to decide how to move forward - either a new search, or continuing with Dr. Collins in the position. 

B
Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley

· Current balance is $16,653.00.  Ericka advised that our wish list spending needs to be reviewed to see what remaining funds are for the items.
C
Principal’s Report – Mr. Foresi

· Mr. Foresi thanked the PTO for hosting the Ice Cream Social on February 24.  He also thanked the 12 staff members that participated as well as all the parent volunteers that made the evening a great success.

· Today is the first day of CMTs.  There was a writing prompt today and Mr. Foresi spoke with students about the test afterwards.  He said their feedback was positive and most felt like they did very well. All around a good opening day.
· He reviewed the CMT schedule, there will be no testing next week, make ups will take place.  Then the week of the 15th CMTs resume with packing the last week of March 22.
· Also coming up on the schedule for 4th graders is a visit from Mr. Milardo, Principal of John Wallace middle school, on March 30 to visit fourth grade classrooms. He will introduce himself to students as they begin their transition.

D
Townwide Spelling Bee – Marina Wright
· The spelling bee for students in Newington was a big success. Paterson had 16 third graders register for the bee.  There were two 4th grade winners from John Paterson.

· Everyone agreed with Marina that all the students were very professional and all made a great effort!
E
Book Fair – Joanne Errera

· The book fair starts March 22!  Starting March 22, Monday is preview day.  Tuesday and Wednesday are shopping days with family events in the evening including special readers for the kids, crafts and raffles.

· One for Books program is a way for students to support the Newington Community Human Services.  The flyer sent home with students is meant to generate excitement for children to bring in their coins.  
· The profit structure for Scholastic has changed.  A discussion took place about how we can maximize our profit from Scholastic.  It was suggested that we take the profit as Scholastic dollars so we can spend double what we would receive in cash, on items the school needs.  All agreed that the catalog and items available from Scholastic would make the Scholastic dollars be put to good use. 

· After much discussion, it was motioned and accepted that the PTO will take all profit from the Spring Book Fair as Scholastic dollars. These dollars will be used for items the school needs, possibly a smart board, books for kindergarteners, updating classroom libraries, etc.
F
Tote Bags – Sandi Girolamo
· Sandi presented Joanne’s findings on a canvas tote bag that can be produced in time to sell at the Paterson Book Fair.  An alternative recyclable grocery bag was also looked at, but everyone strongly felt the canvas tote would be better for students and be a great addition to the Book Fair.

· Put to a motion and passed, was to produce red bags with white lettering printed on 1 side “Paterson PRIDE”.  Cost suggested at $3.50 each or two for $6.00. 
G
Additional business
· Mr. Kemp was denied a grant request for music room speakers from NEF.  He re-presented his request to the PTO for consideration.
· It was mentioned that the Pavilion is still being looked into as a wish list item.

· A tie-dye fundraiser idea was raised by Gayle Campbell who was involved in this type of fundraiser at Anna Reynolds and said it was a huge success.  She will provide information to Megan to look into.

· Renee Lavoie also mentioned that E Green ran a fundraiser at the Newington Waterfall festival where they had a table and sold items that just said Newington on them as a fundraiser, big success.

· Renee also suggested a website for parents to checkout with kids www.mathday.com for a competition also coming soon.

· Cookie Dough fundraiser is beginning in March, please support it and look for information coming home soon.
H
Nominations – Sandi Girolamo
· The officer election process is; April, nominations are made, May, meeting is for voting and June is the installation of new officers/committee chairs.
· Sandi mentioned that there will again be turnover as some parents leave the school next year with their fourth graders.  A couple of committee chair absences are Science programs and 4th grade yearbook, and herself as President.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:59pm.

Respectfully,

Ericka Ganley


