John Paterson PTO  Meeting Minutes
June 8, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm. Sandi Girolamo moved to accept the minutes. It was seconded by Trisha Copeland.
In attendance: Sandi Girolamo, Megan Kelly, Ericka Ganley, Joanne Errera, Gayle Campbell, Trisha Copeland, Jill Hinton, Steve Bennett, Stephen Foresi, Janet Schneider , Lisa Abrams, Lynae Brescia
I. Welcome
II. Old Business: Joanne Errera
a. Mr. Bennett thanked the PTO by supporting the teachers and school in events like the picnic, but also all year in so many ways.  
b. An Informal Dunk Tank discussion ensued.

c. Ms. Errera shared that Valerie Nakonechny, resigned as co-VP. Megan Kelley will remain as Vice President.
III. Principal’s Report: Stephen Foresi
a. Mr. Foresi thanked the PTO for the great support, especially all the behind-the-scenes volunteer work with the Family Picnic.

b. Dunk Tank was a huge success—long line, lots of enthusiasm.

c. Questions for help: 

i. Any suggestions for a more paper-less communication with families?

1. Discussion: Paper copy, email, missed notices.

2. Emergency card check-off. Send home an additional card with an internet access preference check-off and preferred email address.
3. Ways of contact: Notify-Me system, school, PTO membership.

4. Mr. Foresi will consider the best way to proceed.

ii. Staffing update: large kindergarten and first grade influx.

1. 9 teachers for both grades. Late August notice for kindergarten, especially, and whether it will be 5 Kindergarten classes and 4 first grade classes, or vice versa.

iii. Complimented children as a school body: great bunch of kids with many successes.

iv. School improvement team focusing on school successes.
IV. Treasurer’s Report: Ericka Ganley

a. Working with Lisa Abrams. 

b. Tax ID # questions: stricter regulations from the federal government on taxing accounts. She would have to provide a personal social security number.

c. Total ticket deposits $4260. $3630 pre-sale. Above our hopes of $3500. Dunk Tank fundraiser: $470.40. Spiritwear and totes: $695.50. Picnic expenses were less, compared to last year. Current ending balance is $10,328.25. It looks like we have a $3000 bumper.

V. End-of-the-Year Picnic: Ericka Ganley

a. Dunk Tank Success. 

b. Lynae Brescia thanked Ericka Ganley for all her work.

c. Cotton candy distribution was not fun, and perhaps not needed for next year.

d. Maybe different games included next year from New Britain Parks and Rec. rentals.

e. Megan Kelley commented on maybe no magician next year, not as popular. She also mentioned that her husband has a friend who does caricatures. We could think about planning that for next year.

f. Mr. Foresi suggested a thank you to the custodians. Lynae Brescia suggested we get them each a t-shirt. Ericka Ganley made a motion to give the custodians each a t-shirt. Megan Kelley will put them in her son’s bag, and Mrs. Hinton will give them to the custodians. 
VI.  Spirit Wear: Megan Kelley

a. Of the 200 t-shirts ordered, only 35 left. We are going to do the hoodies in grey for the fall.  Also the long sleeve shirts will be red and grey.
b. So far total is $1498. Profit of $736. Megan may list the sizes, and offer first come, first serve. 

c. Make a donation perhaps to Goodwill with leftover spirit wear from year’s past.

VII. Fourth Grade Picnic: Lisa Abrams/Sandi Girolamo
a. June 16, next Wednesday. Ropes Program. Minute-to-Win It idea games. Lots of fun relays and ballgames. Need volunteers. May send out a Rapid Notice for 4th grade volunteers. May rearrange scheduling of events for better coverage of volunteers.
VIII. Bill Karalus Dedication Ceremony: Lisa Abrams
a. Dedication is Monday June 14th before school with staff and mid-morning with the students . Ms. Abrams passed around a copy of the plaque. The plaque will be placed on the flag pole, facing Mr. Foresi’s office. Stonehedge Nursery is donating a tree to commemorate the dedication. The Flag Pole Ceremony will occur as usual for the students, with a small explanation about the plaque.
IX. Wish List Committee: Joanne Errera

a. Sandi Giralomo and Lisa Abrams will stay on to coordinate this for the staff selections.
X. Committee Chair Appointments: Joanne Errera

a. Cultural Arts and Science Enrichment: Gayle Campbell

b. Hospitality: Lynae Brescia
c. Communications: Joanne Errera
d. 4th grade Yearbook: Trina Frisbie and Lisa Schuler
e. 4th grade picnic: Open (Lisa Abrams/Joanne Errera)
f. Fundraising: Trisha Copeland and Cheryl Davis
g. School Phone Directory: Megan Kelley and Trisha Copeland
h. Garden Show: Marina Wright
i. Ice Cream Social: Randi Thureson and Joanne Errera
j. Book Fair: Joanne Errera
k. Spirit Wear: Megan Kelley
XI. Open Forum

a. Leftover Book Fair items need to be recycled/tossed.

b. Reminder to committee chairs to hone in on budget requests.

c. Lynae asked about healthy choices for school lunches and celebration foods. Mr. Foresi suggested we talk to the BOE.
d. Next year photography is Yolanda Photography.

e. Book Fair money allocations; waiting on budget approvals from the Newington Schools before Mr. Foresi makes decisions on Scholastic points catalog purchases. We are limited through Resource Catalog than through the Scholastic Catalog. This will be a learning year.
XII. We are adjourned at 8:19 PM. 

Next Meeting: September 2010.
