JOHN PATERSON PTO MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 6, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:02PM. 
In attendance were:  Sandi Girolamo, Megan Kelley, Valerie Nakonechny, Joanne Errera, Marina Wright, Lisa Abrams, Trisha Copeland, Cheryl Davis, Jill Hinton, and Stephen Foresi.
I.  
WELCOME 
II.  
OLD BUSINESS

A. Approve March Meeting Minutes – A motion was made to accept the minutes with corrections to the attendees list.  This motion was seconded and passed.  

III.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Intro Board of Education Member, Dr. Marc Finkelstein– Sandi Girolamo
B. Board of Education – Dr. Marc Finkelstein 
Dr. Finkelstein read his speech that he plans to give at the Town Council Meeting on Thursday April 8th and encourages parents to attend the meeting to show their support to the Board of Education’s proposed budget.  

The Board requested an increase of 3.61%; they are anticipating an approved budget increase of 2.95%.

Because the budget has not been approved, pink slips were given to all non-tenured teachers on April 1st.  This does not mean that all teachers who received a pink slip will be laid off but is merely a legal requirement as agreed to in the teacher’s contracts.

Dr. William Collins, who has been our Interim Superintendent since Dr. Perlini left, has been hired as permanent Superintendent.

D. Principal’s Report – Stephen Foresi
Book Fair –  Thank you to Joanne Errera, Valerie Nakonechny and all the many volunteers who helped to once again make the Book Fair such a success and for all the effort put into the One for Books program for Human Services.

Cultural Arts – The Little Theater of the Deaf did a program on Monday, April 5th in the gymnasium for all the grades.  The program was very entertaining and our children had a wonderful time learning several words in sign language.  Thank you to Lisa Abrams for organizing the show and to the PTO for sponsoring it.

Upcoming Events – 


Kindergarten Registration – Held March 18th, but is ongoing


Kindergarten Orientation – May 3rd – 7th.  Would love to have a PTO rep come to speak


4th Grade Picnic – June 16th at Mill Pond

Pavilion – Mr. Foresi gave a presentation regarding a shaded structure for the playground area that has been discussed in the past.  An architect drew up plans for a pavilion.  The pavilion would be 8’ x 16’ with a 2’ overhang on each side, making the total size 12’ x 20’.  The cost to build the pavilion would be $6795.00.  Discussion regarding this purchase was tabled until Ericka could give us an update on the Treasurer’s Report.
Teachers – We currently have 24 teachers on staff; with the current student projections for next year, we may go down to 23 teachers as we have a very large 4th grade class that is moving up to Wallace.  Overall grade sizes are as follows:





2009 – 2010

2010 – 2011 (Anticipated)





Pre-K 

         28


         30


Kindergarten
         85


     80 – 85


1st Grade
         88


         85


2nd Grade
         80


         88


3rd Grade
        102 

         80


4th Grade
        100

        102

Flag Pole Plaque (In Memory of Bill Karalus) – We have received a couple of quotes regarding the memorial plaque for Bill Karalus.  The quotes are for a 12”x10” bronze plaque.  Prices are:

Plaque only 

$575.00


Plaque on large stone
$991.00

Total donations to date are $270.00.  After discussion, a motion was made and passed to purchase the plaque only and mount it on the east side of the flag pole under the ropes.  It was suggested that the Student Council write the inscription for the plaque.  Mr. Foresi will coordinate this will the Student Council advisors.  
Boxes of Tile – There are a few large boxes of tile left over from the tile wall project several years ago.  There was discussion about finding the individual students and presenting them with their tile; unfortunately there are no names on the tiles so this is not feasible. A motion was made to ask the Art Department if they could use them and, if not, to have them free-cycled.  Marina Wright will coordinate the disposal if needed.

Water Cooler – The water cooler has not had water since Parent/Teacher conference week.  Ericka will contact Poland Spring.

C. Treasurer’s Report – Ericka Ganley
After anticipated expenses for the End Of Year picnic, 4th grade picnic, and general expenses, we have approximately $4,661.00 available.  Anticipated profit from the Cookie Dough sale is $2,500.00 which leaves us approximately $7,161.00 available for a large purchase such as the pavilion.  

E.
Fundraising – Trish Copeland / Cheryl Davis
Cookie Dough sales totaled $6,600.00 and our PTO profit is $2,500.00.  We also received $80.00 in donations.  Pick-up for the cookie dough will be Wednesday, April 28th.  Reminders will be sent home prior to the pick-up date.  Cookie dough that is not picked up that day will be donated, as it needs to remain frozen and we do not have room to store it.
It was brought up that many parents have complained about the same fundraisers year after year and Joanne mentioned the timing of fundraisers, with Genevieve’s right before the September Book Fair and the cookie dough the week before the March Book Fair.  Trisha and Cheryl are open to exploring other fundraisers.  Some of the suggestions included: art projects, Lyman’s pies, Macy’s coupons, swags/greenery for the holidays, and blubs/flowers in the spring.  


F.
Book Fair – Joanne Errera / Valerie Nakonechny

A HUGE thank you to all of the volunteers who helped us with the Book Fair – especially those who dropped everything to assist us on short notice!  Total sales came to $8,873.87.  If we took the amount in cash, we would receive $2,200.00; however, because the PTO had voted to maximize our profit and take it in Scholastic Dollars instead, we have $6,400.00 in Scholastic Dollars to spend.  Mr. Foresi will review the catalog and will purchase items needed for the school.  
Because we have had several well-earning book fairs recently, Scholastic has qualified us for a larger book fair with more book selection; however, based on available space in the library we are restricted to the smaller one.  We would like to be able to hold the September book fair in half of the gym.  Mr. Bennett has said that at that point in the school year they are holding gym outside and that it wouldn’t be a problem from his point of view and it would be less disruptive to Mrs. Elston as well.  Joanne and Val will discuss this possibility further with Mr. Foresi.


Our One for Books program raised $875.95 to purchase books for Newington Human Services!  Thank you to all the parents and children who took the time to send in their spare change.  It was a great way to show our Paterson PRIDE!!   Joanne and Lynae chose the books to be donated to Human Services and we are hoping to be able to present the books to them during a school-wide meeting so the kids can see what a great job they did.


G.
End of Year Picnic – Ericka Ganley

The End of Year Picnic will be held on Friday, June 4th from 5:00 – 8:00.  Tickets will be $5.00 per person and will go on sale the 1st week of May.  Bounce houses and the ice cream truck have been coordinated and volunteers are desperately needed. Volunteer sign-up sheets will be going home with the ticket information.


H.
4th Grade Picnic – Ericka Ganley

The 4th Grade Picnic has been moved to June 16th at Mill Pond.  The t-shirts have been ordered and the yearbook has gone out to print.  There is a need for freezer space the week prior to the event.  If you have available freezer space, please let Ericka know.


I.
Frame Request – Ericka Ganley

Mrs. Feola has requested $200.00 to purchase 5 frames (one per grade) to display artwork in the cafeteria.  After much discussion on this purchase, as well as others such as the pavilion and Wish List Items, Sandi tabled the matter until the May meeting.



J.
Box Tops for Education – Sandi Girolamo



Tabled until the May meeting.


K.
Spirit Wear – Megan Kelley

Megan received four quotes for spirit wear which had a wide range of prices.  There was one company with really reasonable prices, which are as follows:




100 shirts 
$3.75 each




150 shirts
$3.25 each




Hoodies
$14.00 adults / $12.00 kids

The company has a two-week turnaround once the order has been placed and the order can consist of several sizes, including kids/adults.  After discussion, it was decided that we should order short sleeved shirts to be available at the End of Year Picnic, along with the tote bags.  Long sleeved shirts and hoodies will be available in the fall.  We can also send home order forms for those who would like to purchase their shirts ahead of time so they can wear them to the picnic. Order forms should also include tote bags.

L.
Officer Nominations – Sandi Girolamo



The nominated officers for the upcoming 2010-2011 school year are as follows:




President 

Joanne Errera




Co-Vice Presidents
Megan Kelley and Valerie Nakonechny




Co-Treasurers

Ericka Ganley and Lisa Abrams




Secretary

Gayle Campbell


Voting will take place at the May 11th meeting.

IV.
OPEN FORUM 


No new business was brought up.

The next meeting will be held at 7:00PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2010 in the Media Center. The meeting was adjourned at 9:22PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Valerie A. Nakonechny
Secretary

